MASG NEWSLETTER
1 March to 18 May 2009

The United Nations Mine Action Team (UNMAT) welcomes Bob Fowler’s release from captivity in Niger.

UNMAS
I. POLICY COORDINATION

Inter-Agency Mine Action Coordination

The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) continued to convene and chair the monthly meetings of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action, including subsidiary bodies, during this reporting period. 

International Legal Frameworks and Treaty Implementation

1. Convention on Cluster Munitions

Special event on the Convention on Cluster Munitions (New York, 18 March 2009)

UNMAT in coordination with the UN Office of Legal Affairs, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Cluster Munitions Coalition (CCM) organized a special event on the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM), which took place in UNHQ on 18 March 2009. The speakers included the UN Deputy-Secretary-General and representatives of Lao PDR, Norway, the ICRC and the CCM. The Permanent Representative of the Democratic Republic of Congo signed the CCM and the Permanent Representative of Lao PDR deposited the instrument of ratification of her country. A number of country delegations took this opportunity to brief of their national plans to sign or ratify the CCM.

2. Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons

a) Cluster Munitions

Second meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on cluster munitions (14-17 April, 2009)

UNMAS was represented at the meeting, chaired by Argentina, by the UNMAS Senior Liaison Officer in Geneva. Delegations continued their consultations with the aim of achieving consensus for a new protocol to the CCW on cluster munitions. Main differences persist, especially with regard to definitions and general prohibitions and restrictions. No agreement was achieved on a text, but deliberations will continue in an informal setting in August 2009.

b) Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)

Meeting of experts for Protocol V (22-24 April 2009)

The UNMAS Senior Liaison Officer in Geneva participated in the meeting. The meeting sought to strengthen Protocol V and to discuss ways and means to fully operationalize the Protocol’s implementation in the field. At the request of the Coordinator for Article 3 (clearance, removal or destruction), UNMAS delivered a presentation on the use and relevance of states providing timely information on the use of explosive ordnance that may become explosive remnants of war (ERW).  Another presentation was made by UNMAS at the request of the Coordinator for Article 4 (recording, retaining and transmission of information). 
c) Amended Protocol II on mines, booby-traps and other devices (APII)

Meeting of experts for APII (Geneva, 2021 April 2009)

The UNMAS Senior Liaison Officer in Geneva participated at the meeting, chaired by Morocco. The meeting had a special focus on the issue of improvised explosive devices (IED). UNMAS delivered a presentation on the types and generic groups of IEDs at the request of the Swiss Coordinator for IEDs. The presentation emphasized the peculiar and specific challenges posed by IEDs to UN mine programmes in the field.

3. Antipersonnel Mine Ban Convention (APMBC)

10th Anniversary of the entry into force (1 March 2009)

UNMAS coordinated the preparations and delivery of a Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General in the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the APMBC. UNMAS also coordinated a similar statement by the members of UNMAT on the same occasion.

Managua and Bangkok Workshops on the APMBC

UNMAS coordinated the participation of UNMAT members to the “Managua Workshop on Progress and Challenges in Achieving a Mine-Free Americas” (Nicaragua, 24-26 February 2009) and to the “Bangkok Workshop on Achieving a Mine-Free South East Asia” (Thailand, 1-3 April 2009). UNMAS delivered interventions on behalf of the UNMAT in both workshops (the UNMAS Acting Chief of Policy in Managua and the Head of the Nepal UNMAT in Thailand).

4. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

UNMAS represented DPKO in the third meeting of the Inter-Agency Support Group (IASG) on the CRPD (New York, 30-31 March 2009). UNMAS submitted contributions to the IASG plan of action matrix. 

5. Other

Seminar on IHL and HR mine action-related treaties (Geneva, 27 March 2009)

UNMAS, UNDP and UNICEF organized a Seminar on International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and Human Rights (HR) mine action related treaties for mine action practitioners especially for those working in the field. Presentations were made by experts on the APMBC, CCW APII, CCW Protocol V, CCM and the CRPD. 

April 4 International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action

UNMAS coordinated activities at headquarters and in the field to commemorate the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action. In UNHQ a joint exposition by renowned photographers from Spain and Slovenia was launched on April 3 2009 by high UN officials and representatives from the two countries of the photographers with a special ceremony, which featured a musical performance and a cocktail. Country level activities for this occasion in 21 countries were supported by the UN Mine Action Team. UNMAS also coordinated the delivery of a message of the UN Secretary-General on the International Day. 
Regional workshop on gender perspectives of mine action programmes

National Directors, United Nations Managers from Afghanistan, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand, as well as UNMAS, UNDP and UNICEF gender focal points and knowledge management specialists convened in Geneva on 27-28 March 2009 to participate in a regional workshop that focused on the gender perspectives of mine action programmes in Asia.  The workshop was coordinated pursuant to recommendations made by field participants of mine action programmes in the 2008 Global Stocktaking Workshop held at the United Nations Logistics Base, where participants suggested to undertake regional, field-driven, consultations in the form of regional workshops with a view to exchange good practices and lessons learned promoting the use of the gender action plan, monitoring and evaluate its use, promoting its ownership amongst national authorities, and standardise gender awareness and knowledge throughout mine action. 

The objectives of the Asia Regional Gender Workshop included the following: to support all mine action programmes in preparing, updating, evaluating, and monitoring their respective gender action plans; exchange knowledge on the best ways of implementing action plans; share lessons learned and good practices; provide national programmes with access to advisors experienced in the implementation of national plans; encourage cross-mission exchanges on gender; receive inputs and recommendations from the Asia region to review the Gender Guidelines for Mine Action Programmes; and ensure that national authorities increase ownership of their action plan models and gender guidelines.  
The format of the workshop included both practical presentations from field programmes on the process in which programmes may mainstream and evaluate the impact of gender in mine action, as well as break-out groups that worked on developing real gender national action plans or mainstreaming gender in existing national mine action plans. 
As a result of the workshop, each mine action programme prepared or updated a tailor-made (gender) national action plan with the advice and support of peers and national authorities. Moreover, a regional, informal knowledge Community of Practice was officially launched and will continue to function beyond the scope of the workshop with Headquarters support. Participants recommended the facilitation of cross-mission exchange arrangements and the further development of the Pilot Gender Community of Practice as important future steps for gender mainstreaming in mine action. Overall, the participants found the Asia regional workshop instrumental to their field work and promoted the use of such workshop format in other regions.

Twelfth International Meeting of National Mine Action Directors and UN Advisors

The Twelfth Meeting of National Mine Action Directors and UN Advisors was held from 23 to 27 March 2009 in Geneva Switzerland, providing an opportunity for over 200 mine action stakeholders to assess progress achieved and future challenges. Participants included directors of national mine action authorities, UN mine action staff, representatives from international non-governmental organizations, experts from donor governments and various other mine action implementing partners. 

The meeting agenda featured plenary sessions on emerging mine action concerns, workshops and media training. Plenary sessions addressed programme as well as policy mine action themes. Programme related plenaries offered discussions on a number of issues, including land release, information management, transition to national ownership and capacity development. Policy related sessions reflected on topics like emerging issues in mine action, victim assistance vis à vis the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and ensuring the equal participation of women and men in mine action. 

Participants’ conference evaluations
 indicated that they welcomed the meeting, which was organised by UNMAT in partnership with the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD). 
II. RESOURCE MOBILISATION
Contributions to the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action for 
17 February 2009 – 19 May 2009 (in US dollars)
	Date
	
	Donor
	
	                                 Amount
	
	Donor earmarking

	17/02/2009
	
	United Kingdom
	
	1,425,600.00
	
	HQ Coordination

	26/02/2009
	
	Denmark
	
	846,310.14
	
	HQ Coordination

	26/02/2009
	
	Denmark
	
	846,310.06
	
	Afghanistan

	26/02/2009
	
	Denmark
	
	846,310.06
	
	Lebanon

	04/03/2009
	
	Luxemburg
	
	252,580.00
	
	Afghanistan

	16/03/2009
	
	Saudi Arabia
	
	1,000,000.00
	
	Lebanon

	17/03/2009
	
	Canada
	
	9,394,817.19
	
	Afghanistan

	19/03/2009
	
	Japan
	
	3,000,000.00
	
	Afghanistan

	20/03/2009
	
	Canada
	
	1,618,253.90
	
	Afghanistan

	31/03/2009
	
	Japan
	
	7,891,900.83
	
	Africa

	02/04/2009
	
	Canada
	
	256,787.73
	
	Sudan

	02/04/2009
	
	European Commission
	
	2,102,025.92
	
	Sudan

	03/04/2009
	
	United Kingdom
	
	99,391.48
	
	Nepal

	08/04/2009
	
	United Kingdom
	
	118,583.11
	
	Nepal

	28/04/2009
	
	Canada
	
	1,630,789.30
	
	Afghanistan

	30/04/2009
	
	Canada
	
	1,749,247.42
	
	Sudan

	30/04/2009
	
	Switzerland
	
	32,111.98
	
	Nepal

	05/05/2009
	
	United Kingdom
	
	333,505.42
	
	Gaza


Confirmed Pledges to the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action

	Donor
	Amount (donor currency)
	Beneficiary
	Remarks

	Australia
	AUD$37,261
	Nepal
	Awaiting deposit


III. TECHNOLOGY AND STANDARDS
The UNMAS Technology Coordinator attended a meeting of the Executive Committee of the International Test and Evaluation programme (ITEP) in Brussels and provided further input on behalf of UNMAS on future needs. The need to conduct further tests in relation to the form of standard testing of facial protection, as well as the conduct of actual tests to test a new face mask, was again discussed and a coordinating member requested. Currently there is no acceptable method of testing new facial PPE and this is hindering the development and introduction of new equipment which could provide deminers with the greatest single improvement in comfort and safety since the original designs were introduced.  Following a meeting in Croatia, it is now understood that Canada may be prepared to assist.

The Technology Coordinator represented UNMAS at a meeting of the Asia European Meeting (ASEM) which was held in Italy. This was the first time an ASEM meeting had concentrated on mine action. In addition, the Technology Coordinator attended the 6th Symposium on Humanitarian Demining which was sponsored by Croatia and held in Sibenik. This meeting again gave many countries the opportunity to see and discuss new technologies and remains a significant opportunity fro field staff to share experiences and knowledge. 

The new neutralization device (Thermite), developed by an inventor in New Zealand, to neutralize mines and ERW while avoiding a high order detonation, was demonstrated to the New Zealand armed forces and confirmed its ability to be used in large numbers simultaneously. Consequently, a request has been submitted for sponsored deployment of this device into the UN Mine Action Centre, Cyprus. If successful in mine action operations, this device could resolve the requirements of many programmes which are seeking to do without detonators in the interests of security.

Following the National Director’s meeting in Geneva, the International Mine Action Standards (IMAS) Review Board met for their annual meeting. A full report of the previous year’s work was presented and plans for the future confirmed.  The report of the gender review of IMAS was presented and decisions made as to how to include the recommendations into the body of IMAS. 
The work on the development of the revised drafts of IMAS relating to the Land Release process drew to a close in this period, with the final drafts being submitted to the IMAS Review Board for endorsement.  This work has been conducted in cooperation with the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD). The drafts are expected to be approved eventually and will then be submitted to the Inter-Agency Coordinating Group – Mine Action for their final endorsement before publishing on the IMAS website. 

IV. DEVELOPMENTS IN UNMAS-MANAGED PROGRAMMES

1. FRAMEWORK FOR MINE ACTION PLANNING AND RAPID RESPONSE: GAZA
The key focus of the United Nations Mine Action Team-Gaza Office’s (UNMAT-GO) work during April and May has been support to rubble removal – the safe clearance of UXO being crucial for these projects’ success. During April, implementing partners Mines Advisory Group and Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) began UXO risk assessments in support of reconstruction operations by the Community Housing Foundation International and Norwegian Refugee Council. These assessments (of 215 damaged or destroyed buildings) indicate that 49% of buildings are likely or very likely to contain UXO and will require Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) support to remove any ordnance discovered buried under the rubble. A further 600 risk assessments are planned for the coming months. A total of 40 UXO safety briefings have been held in English & Arabic for staff from UN agencies, and for local and international NGOs. These briefings were attended by 1089 people (686 male and 403 female)
The IDF has approved the importation of specialist equipment needed for the EOD teams to operate such as metal detectors and personal protective equipment. However to date the UNMAT-GO request to the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) to identify a Central Demolitions Site (CDS) where UXO can be moved, stored safely and ultimately destroyed has not been approved. In addition the IDF has yet to approve the import of explosives into Gaza in order to destroy UXO found. The combination of the constraints has seriously impeded the task of disposing of UXO.
As a direct result of the restrictions posed on importing explosives and identification of a CDS NPA decided, in mid-May, to close down operations and to withdraw their two EOD experts. NPA has stated that the, “…decision to withdraw these teams was based on concerns relating to the lack of means to dispose of UXO located by their teams.”  By not being able to dispose of the UXO when found NPA further said that, “There is a possibility that UXO can then be moved by militant groups and reused, either as a source of explosives or as a component of an improvised explosive device (IED”.)”.
UNMAS has signed an agreement with DfiD and has sent a proposal to the EC for funding to contract five EOD teams for four months to conduct spot tasks of identifying and destroying UXO, and to conduct overall coordination activities of the UN EOD teams and other implementing partners for six months. 
2. AFGHANISTAN
During the period March-April 2009 the Mine Action Programme of Afghanistan concluded its activities for the Afghan year of 1387 (1 April 2008 through 31 March 2009) and commenced implementation of the 1388 Workplan (covering 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010). This saw the letting of new contracts containing 22 Task Orders to all UN supported implementing partners and adjustment to the expected outcomes from the projects due to the continuing lack of funds. The resource situation at the end of February did improve however, largely based on continued responses to an appeal on behalf of the Programme sent by the Secretary-General in mid-February. Despite this, there remains an anticipated funding gap for the 1388 period of almost US$40 million based on known and estimated multilateral and bilateral pledges. 

Senior MACCA staff traveled to participate in the Meeting of Programme Directors and Advisors in Geneva in March and whilst there met with a wide range of donor representatives in order to outline the continued funding shortfall in the country. The new UNMAS Director also conducted a familiarization mission to Afghanistan over March-April during which he was a keynote speaker at the International Mine Action Day commemoration in Kabul. The event was well attended by the donor community, with senior representation from Canada, the European Commission, Japan, the United States and the Netherlands. During the mission he also visited mine action activities in Bagram, the environs of Kabul and in Jalalabad and met with representatives of the Government of Afghanistan, other major donors (including Australia and the United Kingdom), implementing partners and UN senior management. 

Transition activities continued throughout the period, both with the collocated Department of Mine Clearance who work in partnership with the MACCA, and in other Ministries. This saw the relocation of the Mine Action Coordination Center of Afghanistan (MACCA) supported transition team to the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Martyred and Disabled (MoLSAMD), participation in the monthly Disability Stakeholders Coordination Group and finalization of the Disability Support Units’ Action Plan. Within the Ministry of Public Health the Disability and Physical Rehabilitation Department (DRD) also developed an Action Plan with the assistance of MACCA while planning for ongoing support was also initiated. Within the Ministry of Education an evaluation workshop for 126 Child Protection Officers was also conducted. 

Mine action operations continued over the period with 8,696,355sqm of minefield and 20,215,782sqm of former battlefield cleared, resulting in the destruction of 9,922 anti-personnel mines, 130 anti-tank mines, and 264,402 items of unexploded ordnance. Over the same period 133,496 people received mine risk education training, of which 37% were female, while 27 people were recorded as victims with 89% of these being male and 96% being under the age of 18. Additional planning and coordination activities were also directed at supporting the Governments development plans for the Aynak Copper Mine project in Logar province, and expansion and continuation of Community Based Demining, Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Mine Risk Education activities in Kandahar, Uruzgan, Helmand and Kunar provinces. 

During the reporting period the programme suffered a number of security incidents, including the kidnapping of three personnel in Paktika province, and an ambush on a transportation convoy in Farah province which resulted in the death of three security guards. A number of MAPA personnel have also been subject to intimidation in Logar and Kunduz, while a road traffic accident with an ISAF convoy near Jalalabad resulted in three injuries.  

3. Chad/CAR (MINURCAT) 
Since October 2008, the MINURCAT Mine Action Unit (MAU) has been fully operational as part of the MINURCAT Regional Office of Abeche. MineTech International (MTI) has been continuing survey and demolition activities. As of 30 April, a total of 933 kilometers of roads have been verified, between Abeche and Farchana, Iriba, Goz Beida and Am Dam, and between Goz Beida and Am Timan. Thus, the initial objective of verifying 1,000 kilometers by 30 June 2009 is almost achieved. MTI also conducted demolition of 488 abandoned and unexploded ordnance and 3,106 small ammunitions. Due to the volatile security situation following the rebel attacks of early May, MTI operations were temporarily suspended on 6 May. MAU is expecting to resume operations on 18 May with the verification and clearance of the areas where fighting took place, in particular in the vicinity of Am Timan and Boz Geida, with the support of the National Chadian Mine Action Authority (HCND)’s assets. MAU is also developing emergency mine risk education activities with HCND in order to address the needs of the local population of eastern Chad as well as IDPs and refugees.  
4. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (MONUC)

In order to improve its operations management capacity, the United Nations Mine Action Coordination Centre (UNMACC) redeployed its regional offices within eastern DRC in Goma (North Kivu), Bukavu (South Kivu) and Lubumbashi (Katanga). UNMAS and UNOPS’ technical missions are assisting UNMACC in developing a new concept of operations, in developing a quality management system and in improving UNMACC’s IMSMA database. In addition, UNMACC is now preparing for the development of a victim assistance strategy. 

The Development Initiative (TDI), a UK based commercial company was contracted and started deployment and training of additional survey-clearance teams in December 2008, and the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB), started deployment and training of a mechanical mine clearance component in eastern DRC. Both organizations –TDI and MSB- had experienced difficulties in importing their equipment, and only started actual operations in April; both are currently working in the Katanga Province.  

Despite of a still very volatile situation in eastern DRC, mine action operators have been able to continue their operations, and have achieved the clearance of 343,000 square meters of land and demolition of 14,000 explosive remnants of war from January to April 2009. UNMACC is currently developing mine action projects that will assist UNHCR in resettling the thousands of refugees and displaced people, as well as projects that will contribute to the stabilization of eastern DRC.
5. NEPAL (UNMIN)
Following the Government of Nepal’s request for continued United Nations technical assistance to the Nepal Army in October 2008, UNMAT was established under the responsibility of the UN Resident Coordinator with funding channeled through the UN Nepal Peace Fund and the VTF. UNMAT is assisting, through a Capacity Building Plan, the Nepal Army Mine Action Centre (NAMAC) to sustain operational capacity independently. To achieve this objective, training in management and operational planning and has been ongoing, and additional evaluations, recommendations, and trainings have already been implemented for 2009. In this respect a Middle Management Training Course is being conducted in May; in addition a training course is going to be organized shortly to enhance the Nepal Army’s EOD/IED capacity. 
NAMAC’s operational capacity includes two demining platoons that have been provided with appropriate equipment and are now able to operate independently with technical guidance and quality control from UNMAT. As of April 2009, the demining platoons have completed clearance of ten Nepal Army minefields, with a total of 22,630 cleared square meters and 1,600 destroyed mines; it is expected that a third demining platoon will deploy shortly, and that five to six additional minefields will be cleared before the monsoon starts in August. UNMAT is preparing a project for the demolition of the residual IEDs within the seven Maoist cantonments; it is planned that the operation will be carried out by Maoist EOD specialists under UNMAT supervision, and completed by the end of 2009.

A project proposal for continued UNMAT’s support to the NAMAC Capacity Building Plan, over the period July 2009 to December 2010, is under preparation and will be submitted for consideration by the UN Nepal Peace Fund. 
6. SOUTH LEBANON (UNIFIL) 

In April 2009, the UN Mine Action Coordination Centre (UNMACC) closed down the former Mine Action Coordination Centre in South Lebanon (MACC-SL) premise in Tyre and relocated the remaining UNMACC staff to UNIFIL’s base in Naqoura in order to better support UNIFIL clearance and explosive ordnance disposal assets. UNMACC continues its liaison function between the Lebanon Mine Action Center (LMAC) and UNIFIL.

In its 2009 capacity, UNMACC has stepped up efforts to work with the UNIFIL command structure to ensure International Mine Action Standard compliance of the clearance assets from the UNIFIL Troop Contributing Countries regardless of whether the clearance is considered to be operational or humanitarian in purpose.  UNMACC has continued its work to support UNIFIL demining teams on the Blue Line Barrel marking project and, in April, commenced coordination and management of clearance for the Blue Line Access Road in cooperation with UNIFIL and the Regional Mine Action Centre in Nabatiyeh (RMAC-N), supported by mechanical assets from the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB). 

On May 12th, UNIFIL received the long-requested strike data from the Israelis. UNIFIL has since handed the information received to the LMAC. At the time of writing, the strike data provided is being analyzed and compared with the strikes located and sub-munitions and unexploded ordnances (UXOs) cleared since August 2006. 

Since the ceasefire in August 2006, incidents involving unexploded ordnance, including cluster munitions, have killed 28 people and injured 242. Among clearance personnel 43 have been injured and 14 killed. 

7. SUDAN (UNMIS)
UNMIS mine action teams continued to work on the prioritized opening of primary and secondary routes including Narus-Boma in Jonglei, Rumbek-Tonj in Warrab and Lakes, and Raga-Deim Zubeir in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, taking the advantage of the dry season. To date, over 29,700 km of roads have been opened.  All five UNMIS demining contingents from Bangladesh (Juba), Cambodia (Malakal), Egypt (Kadugli), Kenya (Wau) and Pakistan (Ed Damazin) continued their demining activities.  

Increased achievements were made during the reporting period thanks to the dry season and full deployment of the available demining assets.  To date, 2,688 of the 4,302 identified dangerous areas have been cleared, over 44.6 million square metres of suspected dangerous areas have been cleared and some 14,730 anti-personnel mines, 2,940anti-tank mines, 837,500 pieces of unexploded ordnance and 1,060,000 small-arms ammunitions have been destroyed. This accomplishment includes the clearance of Lobanok minefield in Central Equatoria, Katcha minefield in South Kordofan, Kurmuk minefield in Blue Nile. Mine risk education was provided to more than 2,715,383 people to date, in cooperation with UNICEF. 
8. DARFUR (UNAMID)
All the mine action activities funded by UNAMID in Darfur have been suspended since 2 March by the National Intelligence and Security Services and the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs. All mine action assets remain on stand-by at the base locations. Discussions to resolve the situation continue between senior UNAMID leadership and the Government of Sudan officials. 
9. SOUTH-CENTRAL SOMALIA

The ongoing security situation remains fragile in the country, and has hindered the ongoing conduct of operations in some areas.

Currently UNMAS is conducting Mine Risk Education and the Medical Teams are providing support to the Baidoa hospital until the resumption of clearance operations.  There have been ongoing discussions with the authorities in the Baidoa and Wajid areas and it is hoped that clearance operation will also be able to resume in the near future. 
UNMAS has been working to launch activities in Mogadishu over the past three months.  At the end of May, a Financial Agreement for the 2008-2009 Assessed Budget in support of AMISOM has been finalized, and is awaiting signature by the Controller.  The United Nations Somalia Mine Action Programme (UNSOMA) will equip and begin training three AMISOM EOD teams and establish a temporary safe explosive storage facility and offices in collaboration with INGO Mines Advisory Group.  
An exploratory mission was planned to Mogadishu in May, however as Mogadishu is a Phase 5 area, approval for the mission was not granted by New York.  The mission has been rescheduled for early June.  UNSOMA is also participating in a risk assessment, which will determine the level of UN programming and missions in Mogadishu in the next 3-6 months.  Discussions are ongoing with the SRCC and AMISOM Force Commander regarding UNMAS support.  A proposal was submitted to New York in May for the 2009-2010 Assessed Budget in support of AMISOM.  
This will build on the 2008-2009 contribution to through additional training and equipment to increase the AMISOM capacity to six EOD teams, expansion of activities to address stockpiles and ERW throughout Mogadishu, increased knowledge of the ERW contamination in Mogadishu for greater security of AMISOM troops, UN agencies and humanitarian actors.  MRE activities also began in April with MRE training for UNICEF Child Protection Advocates (CPA) as part of an emergency MRE initiative for returnees in collaboration with UNICEF and UNHCR.  By the end of May, 50 CPA had been trained. 

10. WESTERN SAHARA (MINURSO)
UNMAS continues supporting the landmine and ERW survey and clearance activities being implemented by the UK-based NGO Landmine Action (LMA) in the eastern parts of Western Sahara (MINURSO). Based on the results of the survey that they had been completed in December 2008 east of the Berm, LMA started concentrating their efforts on clearance or marking of 200 identified dangerous areas. The large scale mine clearance project conducted by the Royal Moroccan Army (RMA) continued in the western parts of the Territory.  
The Senior Mine Action Adviser to MINURSO continued developing dialogue and information exchange with RMA with the aim of identifying ways to provide technical assistance to the RMA demining programme, in particular for improving their survey techniques. Technical assistance as already materialized through installation of the Information Management System for Mine Action (IMSMA) the RMA programme in March 2009, and through pro vision of modern mine detectors. 
On 10 April 2009, in the vicinity of the Berm in the Bir Lahou Sector, demonstrations and activities were organised by the Frente POLISARIO (FPOL) to protest the partition of Western Sahara and demand that action be taken by the international community to address the issue of independence for the Saharawi people in Western Sahara.  Based on last year's uncontrolled demonstration, the MINURSO MACC requested that LMA attempt to raise the issue of mine/UXO-related risks to FPOL organisers of future demonstrations.  On the day of the demonstration, unfortunately FPOL did not meet with LMA as planned and the groundwork for providing the safety briefing and establishing temporary marking for directing the crowd away from danger areas was not put in place.

As a result, 1,400 people went uncontrolled inside a dangerous area, and a breakaway group ran forward toward the Berm, lifted the Moroccan Army's barbed wire markings to proceed toward the Berm.  At that point, an inevitable accident took place at 100 meters from the Berm when a young Saharawi hit an antipersonnel mine and lost part of his foot. The victim was brought in a truck to the nearest hospital in Tindouf (Algeria). Four additional persons suffered minor injuries from fragments".

OTHER PROGRAMME SUPPORT

COLOMBIA

The Government of the Republic of Colombia, through the Programme for integrated Action Against Anti-personnel Mines (PAICMA), have requested that UNMAS visit Colombia to discuss ways the UNMAS can advise on improving the quality of the Landmine Impact Survey (LIS) and identify other areas of future collaboration.

IRAN-IRAQ

An UNMAT inter-agency assessment mission in Iraq was completed in mid-May. Its purpose was to advocate for resumption of civilian control of mine action in Iraq and examine potential Iran-Iraq border clearance. The objective of persuading Iraqi military to relinquish its dominant role in the clearance of border minefields moving toward resolution.

RWANDA

At the invitation of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Rwanda to the United Nations, UNMAS representatives undertook an assessment of the Rwanda Defence Force Mine Unit (RDFMU) in order to determine their preparedness for future potential deployment to conduct humanitarian mine action activities in support of a United Nations peace keeping operation.  The assessment went extremely well and laid a platform for future cooperation between UNMAS and the RDFMU.

SRI LANKA

As a result of the recent conflict, which significantly increased the explosive remnants of war threat to the one million internally displaced persons, an UNMAT inter-agency threat assessment mission in the north of the country is planned in coordination with the Resident Coordinator. UNMAT is currently awaiting permission to visit the conflict-zones.

UNDP
I. GENERAL DEVELOPMENTS AND ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNDP MINE ACTION TEAM

The UNDP Mine Action team continued to provide technical support and advice to its mine action programmes across the world. This among other things included undertaking four technical missions with the aim of reviewing ongoing mine action activities and management structures, helping frame future activities and exploring new possibilities of engagement in concerned countries and programmes. Missions involving the UNDP Mine Action Team were undertaken to Tajikistan (2-10 March 2009), Egypt (14-19 April 2009), Bosnia and Herzegovina (11-15 May 2009), and Iraq (11-29 May 2009).  

The UNDP Mine Action team participated in the Managua Workshop on Progress and Challenges in Achieving a Mine-Free Americas (27 to 29 February 2009), along with other members of the UN Mine Action Team (UNMAT).  This Regional Meeting of States Parties to the APMBT along with UN and civil society representatives discussed in detail the status of implementation and compliance with obligations of the Convention and sought out synergies to maintain a focus on mine action for continued funding and political support.  The UNMAT representatives prepared a joint presentation on UN support and assistance, as requested by the organizers.  Following the end of the Workshop in Managua, UNDP also participated as part of an UNMAT delegation in an informal consultation hosted by the Cluster Munition Coalition to discuss advocacy efforts in relation to the recent Convention on Cluster Munitions.  

UNDP in cooperation with other UNMAT members and the Cluster Munition Coalition organized an informal meeting on the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) at the UN Headquarters in New York on 18 March 2009.  The aim of the event was to raise the profile on the Convention as well as facilitate the signature or deposit of instruments of ratification by Member States.  During the event, the Democratic Republic of Congo signed the CCM and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic deposited their instrument for ratification and announced that they would host the First Meeting of States Parties once the CCM has entered into force.  

The UNDP Mine Action team has throughout the period engaged with relevant stakeholders, including donors, international NGOs and mine action institutions, on how to further strengthen cooperation and programme support. The 12th Meeting of Mine Action National Directors and UN Advisors held in Geneva on 23-27 March 2009 provided an opportunity to meet with UNDP technical field staff, national counterparts, implementing partners and representatives from the donor community.  Discussions during the Meeting included a focus on capacity development and transition issues, victim surveillance, land release, and gender considerations.  Also, while in Geneva, UNDP Mine Action staff from headquarters, regional offices, and country programmes also participated in the Mine Action Support Group meeting, the Committee on Mine Action Meeting with stakeholders, IMAS Review Board, the Regional Workshop on Gender focusing on Asia and a panel discussion on international humanitarian law and human rights.   

II. HIGHLIGHTS OF KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN A SAMPLE OF UNDP IN MINE ACTION PROGRAMMES 

Albania

The Albanian Mine Action Executive (AMAE) continued to coordinate and monitor the mine action activities in the country including clearance, mine risk education and victim assistance with UNDP assistance and current financial support from the European Commission through UNDP Albania. 

The demining operations in northeast Albania are being carried out by Danish Church Aid with seven local demining teams and one Technical Survey Team under the monitoring of the AMAE Quality Management Team. The total contaminated area remaining for clearance is 858,600 square metres out of which 325,100 square metres are mined areas while 533,500 square metres are Battle Areas contaminated with UXO/cluster munitions. According to the National Mine Action Completion Plan the clearance of these areas should be completed by the end of 2009.  In this way, Albania will be compliant with its Article 5 of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention obligations.

The demining season restarted in March this year after a suspension during winter months.  As of the end of April 2009, some 70,507 square metres have been cleared of mines and UXOs in eight working areas. In these areas, 41 anti-personnel mines, one anti-tank mine, 93 cluster munitions and six UXOs have been found and destroyed by the demining teams. 

Funding for mine clearance operations in 2009 is currently be provided by Germany and the US State Department through the International Trust Fund in Slovenia.

Mine Risk Education activities in 2009 are conducted by the local NGO “Victims of Mines and Arms- Kukësi Association” (VMA) and the Albanian Red Cross (ARC) under the coordination and monitoring of the AMAE. As a result of progress in mine clearance operations and good coverage of the area with MRE activities, the last mine accident was recorded in 2005 in northeast Albania. The MRE Projects are funded by the US State Department through the International Trust Fund of Slovenia and the ICRC.

In the area of Victim Assistance training of six technicians in above knee modules and upper limbs is ongoing under the “Access to Physical & Medical Rehabilitation in Albania” project funded by US State Department and implemented by Handicap International. The training will continue up to March 2010. 

The ICRC-SFD continues its support to the National Prosthetic Orthotic Center (NPOC) through the provision of raw materials for prosthesis and technical support visits to improve the management capacities and capabilities of the current staff of the NPOC.

In 2008-09, 21 upper limb mine amputees and other difficult cases have been treated in Slovenia with prostheses and rehabilitation.

Ten youth mine survivors are being assisted to continue their school and post secondary studies with funds donated during the charity event “Night of a thousand Dinners” and matched by the US State Department.

A project to increase employment/ business opportunities of mine/ERW survivors in the Kukes Region by improving their professional and entrepreneurship skills is being implemented by VMA with funding from US Department of State. The Project is supporting 25 beneficiaries in professional vocational training.

For the commemoration of 4 April, “The International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action”, several activities were organized in northeast Albania in close cooperation with local and regional authorities, local communities, mine action local organizations and landmine survivors with the aim of raising public awareness about the problem of landmines and explosive remnants of war. Such activities included: a competition with artistic creations among children from 13 schools; an interview with a landmine survivor on BBC radio-Albanian Section; a Mine Action photography Exhibition “Towards a Mine Free Albania” and a documentary for local television on mine action.

Cambodia

UNDP’s Mine Action Programme in Cambodia continues to support mine action activities through the UNDP-managed Clearing for Results: A partnership for landmine action in Cambodia (2006-2010), which is funded by Adopt-a-Minefield, Australia, Canada, Spain, and UNDP.  The US$24.5 million in funding is guaranteed through 2010.

The Programme assists the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA) to ensure that mine action is safely conducted in a coordinated manner and that prioritization of clearance activities is taking place in support of national and local development plans.  The Programme also funds the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) to carry out other mine action related activities and clearance activities in accordance with government priorities.

With UNDP support, the CMAA developed a new direction for mine action aiming at focusing mine clearance in the 21 most affected districts, which have consistently accounted for the majority of Cambodia’s landmine casualties and received government and sector endorsement.  Principles from the new direction for mine action were incorporated in the draft Article 5 extension request for the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention to cover the period from 2010 to 2019, which has been submitted to the President of the Ninth Meeting of States Parties for review.

Within the framework of the extension request, the three main humanitarian demining operators (CMAC, the HALO Trust and MAG) have agreed to undertake, under the overall guidance of the CMAA, a Baseline Survey in the 21 most affected districts. This survey will provide a new set of data of all suspected and confirmed mine areas in Cambodia’s most affected districts.  Clearance activities will then be concentrated in these areas, with the expectation of a further drop in the number of casualties and a sharp increase of safe land returned to communities, therefore minimizing the impact of landmines on Cambodia’s development.  The CMAA has issued a new chapter of the Cambodian Mine Action Standards to cover Baseline Survey procedures.

The 2010 mine clearance planning process is on track for completion.  Government officials are currently investigating minefields proposed for clearance in 2010.

The CMAA expanded its quality assurance capacity by recruiting two additional quality assurance teams to monitor mine action activities, bringing the total number of quality assurance teams to six.

The tenth annual National Mine Awareness Day was celebrated on 24 February 2009, with activities held in the country’s most affected provinces.  In collaboration with Jesuit Services Cambodia, Norwegian People’s Aid, and the Cambodian Red Cross, UNDP Cambodia organized an awareness-raising event for more than 500 landmine survivors and other people with disabilities, community leaders, monks, and police. Because Cambodia celebrates mine action in February, no major events were organized on 4 April 2009, but efforts are underway to formally change the date of the National Day to 4 April.
Representatives from the CMAA and CMAC attended several international meetings addressing new mine clearance technologies, the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, the Convention on Cluster Munitions, and the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty.  Cambodian representatives also attended the national director workshop in Geneva, and participated in trainings on mine action evaluation and pre- and post-clearance monitoring.

The Royal Government of Cambodia has repeatedly stated its intention to sign the Convention on Cluster Munitions, but has not yet done so.  UNDP Cambodia, in partnership with Jesuit Services Cambodia, Norwegian People’s Aid, and Handicap International Belgium, continues to advocate for Cambodia’s signature through letters to decision-makers and local media.

Ethiopia

In April 2009 during the event organized by the Ethiopian Mine Action Office (EMAO) in cooperation with civil society organizations for the International Day for Mine Action, a representative of Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that Ethiopia had successfully fulfilled its Article 4 obligations.  

Ethiopia is a State Party to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention (APMBC) and has a 1 June 2009 deadline to complete its Article 4 obligations relating to the destruction of its stockpiled anti-personnel landmines and a 1 June 2015 deadline to complete its Article 5 obligations for the clearance of anti-personnel landmines in areas under its jurisdiction or control.  The EMAO continues making steady progress toward the clearance of landmines in the country both in order to fulfill Article 5 obligations and to support the implementation of Ethiopia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.
Between January and March 2009, EMAO released 2,202,261 square metres of previously landmine contaminated land or 38 % of the 2009 annual clearance target of suspected hazardous areas (5,861,000 square meters) to the local communities for their productive use in the Tigray, Afar and Somali regions.  During the operations, 171 antipersonnel landmines, 101 anti-vehicle mines, and 2,436 unexploded ordnance (UXO) were found and destroyed.  Along with mine clearance, Mine Risk Education (MRE) & community liaison services were provided to 18,890 people, (12,319 male and 6,571 female) residing in and around the EMAO’s operational areas.  As a result, the recipients of MRE reported to the EMAO about the locations of 3 antipersonnel mines, 3 anti-tank mines and 808 UXO for subsequent disposal by the EMAO’s EOD specialists.

During the reporting period, EMAO also made increased efforts in promoting knowledge-sharing within the international mine action community.  In March 2009, the EMAO submitted a complete Capacity Development Survey to UNDP New York in order to support the review of UNDP’s capacity development support to the national mine action programmes.  In April 2009, the EMAO submitted to UN Mine Action Team in New York its contribution to the UN Secretary-General’s Report on Assistance in Mine Action.
On the resource mobilization front, the EMAO still requires US$ 4.2 million to re-equip its demining companies. Moreover, the EMAO, with the support of UNDP and the European Commission (EC) is currently formulating a new humanitarian demining and mine risk education project for 2010 to 2011, with an estimated budget of EUR 8 million.  Considering the contribution planned by the EC, a shortfall of EUR 3 million has yet to be mobilized to finance the new project.  Increased donor support to the EMAO will be highly appreciated from 2009 to 2011.

Iraq

UNDP took the lead of preparation of a joint report by UNICEF and UNDP on mine action in Iraq titled “Overview of Landmines and Explosive Remnants of War in Iraq.”  The launch of the report is planned to the second half of June 2009 jointly with Ministry of Environment.   

A Factsheet and a Press Release were prepared in both English and Arabic to support the press conference on 6 April 2009 organized by the Minister of Environment on the occasion of the International Mine Awareness Day.  At least 14 articles covering Iraq contamination issues were issued subsequently, including that of the Dow Jones Newswires. 

UNDP together with Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining organized a mechanical training course in Erbil from 3-7 May for the staff of the government Mine Action institutions.   A four-day course included topics such as risk assessment and management, environmental considerations during mechanical demining, the use of demining machines and types of ground preparation machines, and field practice for future task assessment and planning. 

The UNDP Technical Specialist accompanied Iraqi participants from the Directorate of Mine Action, in Baghdad and the General Directorate of Mine Action in Sulaymaniyah to participate in the Humanitarian Demining Symposium in Croatia from 24 to 30 April 2009. This provided a good opportunity for the Iraqi delegation to see learn first-hand about the Croatian Mine Action Center’s coordination mechanism involving different government entities and the importance of the general survey for planning and implementation.

In relation to a Victim Assistance project in Kurdistan Region, all three NGO implementing partners (Center for Rehabilitation and Prosthetic Limbs in Duhok (PLCD), Diana Orthopedic Rehabilitation and Vocational Training Center (DPLC), Kurdistan Organization for Rehabilitation of Disabled (KORD), completed planned physical and socio-economic rehabilitation projects with funding from the Government of Japan.  From the start of the project to April 09, these three NGOs provided 9,118 physiotherapy services, 3,374 mobility aids, and 3,769 ortho-prosthetic devices to people with disabilities.  Thirty-four participants graduated from vocational training in carpentry, blacksmith, computer, tailor and leather workshops, and 110 income generation projects and 36 house modifications for easier access and movements were completed.  

The focus of the UNDP mine action programme remains to develop the capacity of the Directorate of Mine Action to be effective, efficient and independent within the Ministry of Environment as well as to support the Government of Iraq to comply with the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention which came into effect on 1 February 2008.

Some key challenges being faced include the political fallout and operational impact of the directive issued in December 2008 by the Iraqi Ministry of Defence to cease all humanitarian demining operations in Iraq excluding the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. Since then, the Rafidain Demining Organization supported by UNDP and other humanitarian Mine Action organizations in center and south of Iraq have been unable to do clearance operation.  At time of reporting, there was an ongoing inter-agency mission aiming to address this issue with national authorities.  
In terms of funding, the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) has kindly contributed AUD 2.4 million (equivalent to US$1.7 million) for the continuation of victim assistance project in the Northern Region of Iraq.   Ongoing activities for clearance in southern Iraq are fully funded until the end of 2009 with financial supports from the Governments of Australia and UNDG Iraq Trust Fund.  The programme awaits urgent funding to continue ongoing activities related to institutional development.  Currently, no funding secured for operations in 2010 except for the victim assistance project.  

Mozambique
The Mozambique National Demining Institute (IND) continued to provide guidance and coordination for all stakeholders in the mine action sector working towards the goals set out in the National Mine Action Plan (NMAP). The plan was amended to include the approved extension period until March 2014. 

The annual mine action meeting was held during the reporting period between Government of Mozambique and partners to discuss activities carried out in 2008 and the priorities for 2009.  This annual meeting was also a special opportunity to present the approval process of the Article 5 Extension Request and the recommended implementation for the country in order to conclude demining by 2014. The last part was an in-depth presentation on the resource mobilization strategy to support the demining activities in Mozambique.  This occasion was also used to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation chaired both events, which included with the participation of members of the Government, the United Nations and co-operation partners of the Mine Action programme.

The Mozambique Mine Action Authorities organized a joint celebration on 3 April 2009 with SADC mine-affected states on the occasion of the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action.   The celebration took place at a primary school in Machipanda District of Manica Province near the border with Zimbabwe.  Key note speeches were delivered by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Governor of Manica, with participation of local communities and authorities, the Head of IND, UNDP Country Director, and donor representatives. The programme was followed by an interactive demonstration of mine action organizations and concluded with folklore performances by local groups.

The border area between Mozambique and Zimbabwe is heavily affected by the threat of landmines.  The selection of the venue along the border took into consideration not only the enhanced demining activities in the Manica province but also the cross-border cooperation between mine affected countries, in this case Mozambique and Zimbabwe as part of the SADC framework.

In accordance with the SADC Mine Action Committee recommendations, the National Demining Institute (IND) intended for this event to promote a regional co-operation initiative to guarantee longer term commitment for mine clearance along the border areas and an expectation that a firm commitment by both countries to solve the problem could be an example for the region. 

On operational matters, discussion regarding land release in Mozambique began in 2008 when IND management, with the support of the GICHD, decided to introduce the subject within the Institute and with other stakeholders. As a second step, in March 2009, IND invited Survey Action Center (SAC) to help develop a policy approach and to facilitate a workshop for its Operations/Quality Assurance staff.  The purpose of the workshop was to develop operational procedures related to land release, particularly through non-technical and technical survey, for quality assurance of the process and for the documentation of the results.

Clearance activities continued throughout the provinces of Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Manica and Sofala by the three humanitarian operators (Handicap Int. HALO Trust and APOPO).  In the Province of Manica, activities were funded by the Government of Japan and HALO Trust was in the process of recruiting and training additional staff to commence demining operations.   In the Province of Inhambane, Handicap International, received new funds from Norway through UNDP to clear the all district of Panda.  In the Province of Gaza, APOPO continued its survey and clearance along the railway.
In the Province of Maputo, in addition to ongoing demining activities, HALO Trust, started mechanical demining along the Maputo-Ressano Garcia Pylons. An Orbital Screener was purchased by the HALO Trust and started being operational with great success. With funding from the UNDP, this will be combined with an armoured Volvo loader to tackle the contaminated area surrounding many of the Maputo-Ressano Garcia pylons. In the Province of Maputo, MRE activities received additional support with new funds from the Italian Cooperation. 

Maintaining adequate levels of funding continues to be a challenge and a constraint to the mine action programme and most directly to maintaining current operational capacity by all implementing partners.  

Sri Lanka 
The UNDP Mine Action Support Project assists the Government of Sri Lanka to coordinate and manage mine actions in the conflict-affected districts of the North and East.  Project staff in the District Mine Action Offices (DMAO) assist the Government Agents (GAs) in coordinating mine/UXO clearance, Mine Risk Education and survivor assistance at district level.

The Project is prioritizing the establishment of a National Mine Action Center (NMAC) in Sri Lanka, which will serve as the national operational coordinating body for mine action in the country.  An International Consultant, contracted by UNDP, has drafted a Terms of Reference and a Gender Strategy for the NMAC, through an extensive consultative process. The Mine Action Project team is currently reviewing the draft Terms of Reference in order to validate and finalize them with the government and other stakeholders. 

As a transitional measure toward establishing the NMAC, UNDP is funding six full-time government mine action positions. An IMSMA Officer and a Mine Action Secretary have started work at the Ministry of Nation Building and Estate Infrastructure Development.  As a result, UNDP has handed over the IMSMA function at the national level to the government.  Other government mine action staff, such as the Senior Mine Action Officer in Colombo and Quality Control Officers in Vavuniya and Jaffna, have been selected and will start work soon.

Between 1 March and 15 May 2009, 298,395 square metres of land has been cleared and made accessible to internally displaced persons for resettlement and for productive uses.  With the Government of Sri Lanka rapidly regaining control of areas in the North, it is anticipated that new tasks will be identified for clearance in the North, as a precursor to the return and resettlement of displaced populations in these districts. Between November 2008 and 15 May 2009, the government started assigning a large number of new mine/UXO survey and clearance tasks in Mannar and Jaffna. In order to meet the accelerated demands for demining in the North and to continue supporting mine/UXO clearance in the East, the UNDP Support Project is in the process of significantly scaling-up its human resource and technical resource capacities, including through the recruitment of three international Technical Advisors. 

On the occasion of International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, UNDP, in coordination with UNICEF, the Landmine Monitor and the Small Arms South Asia Network, prepared a media campaign focusing on mine action activities, and the importance of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty. The campaign included several television interviews, including with the UNDP Country Director, and with a Landmine Monitor representative; articles featuring mine action stories in Sinhala, Tamil and English newspapers; a television documentary focusing on mine action; and news segments in all three languages appeared on the radio.

Uganda
To eliminate the threat of explosive remnants of war in Uganda and to assist efforts towards compliance with Article 5 obligations by 01 August 2009, UNDP continued its support to the National Mine Action Programme (NMAP) through the Uganda Mine Action Centre (UMAC) and relevant line ministries. UMAC operates under the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) and the National Mine Action Steering Committee (NMASC), with a mandate for mine action in Uganda i.e. managing and coordinating humanitarian demining, stockpile destruction, advocacy, victim assistance and mine risk education (MRE) pillars, through its regional centers in Gulu and Kampala.
Demining, surveys and explosive ordnance disposal is being carried out by the national humanitarian demining teams seconded from Uganda People’s Defence Forces and Uganda Police Force, these teams are under the direct management of UMAC with technical advice from the UNDP implementing partner, the Danish Demining Group (DDG).

National teams routinely carry out clearance operations and Explosive ordnance Disposal (EOD) in addition to community liaison. DDG is additionally providing MRE to the affected communities in Northern Uganda in collaboration with the UMAC. The Victim Assistance component on the other hand is coordinated by UMAC but implemented by the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (MoGLSD) through the recently approved Comprehensive Plan for Victim Assistance.

The NMAP is a wholly nationally-owned programme with capacity of national mine action bodies built with the assistance of UNDP, the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) and the UNDP contracted in-country partner, DDG. The Government of Uganda through the UMAC is completely in the lead and controls all mine action programme operations and activities. To further strengthen national capacity and enhance sustainability, the UMAC is being integrated into the National Emergency Coordination and Operations Center (NECOC) and government funding for mine action in the national budget being increased.

Activities undertaken during 1 March to the end of April 2009, include the clearance of 155,144 square metres of contaminated land, including the destruction of eight mines, 461 UXO, 474 small arms ammunition and cluster bombs. General mine action assessments have been completed in Kitgum district in areas bordering the Sudan and where two mined areas have been identified. These two areas in the Ngomoromo and Agoro mountains are the only remaining minefields in Uganda, and are presently under a technical survey and clearance activities being carried out by nine UMAC demining teams. Land release criteria are also being developed and will be implemented by the teams to handle the 148 remaining suspected hazardous areas.

MRE activities continued in the districts of Amuru, Kitgum and Pader. A number of mine action coordination meetings were held in Gulu and Kitgum districts for the local and international stakeholders. During the reporting period and in collaboration with local authorities and ERW survivors, MRE teams delivered MRE sessions in 61 primary schools and 25 villages benefiting a total population of 1,368 men, 1,651 women, 5,192 boys and 4,790 girls. A total of 693 educational T-shirts and 802 ERW warning posters were distributed to the beneficiaries. 

A meeting on the harmonization of current tools on landmine survivors’ survey was held with representatives from the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social development, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education and Sports, and the National Council for Disability.  The survey, which included the Uganda Landmine Survivors Association, was conducted in Pader, Oyam, Lira and Kitgum districts.  Sixteen sub-counties in these districts were visited and meetings with local authorities held at district and sub-county levels. Meetings were held with Landmine Survivors’ groups, in addition to individual interviews with landmine survivors. More than two hundred (200) survivors were interviewed and profiled. The information was entered into a database and a detailed report/analysis on the findings of the survey will be submitted to relevant parties. 

On the occasion of International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, activities included a three page news supplement in the national newspaper (The New Vision). Articles covered the progress of activities under victim assistance, mine risk education and clearance operations. The Minister of State for Relief, Disaster Preparedness and Refugees together with the Commissioner for Disaster Preparedness and Refugees made statements on mine action and its impact to the internally displaced population. The articles provided the public with insight on all the main mine action components in Uganda, along with the achievements and challenges to date, and the international framework of mine action which were elaborately illustrated by photos on the mine risk education, victim assistance and mine clearance. UNDP support towards the Government of Uganda on mine action was particularly highlighted.

To effectively address the risk posed by unexploded ordnance in the war-affected districts in northern and western Uganda, financial support is much needed for the urgent launching of further mine risk education and victim assistance activities. Current resources are scarce and do not meet the needs of the large target groups. The total requirement is USD 1,924,149, with most of the funding shortfall needed for victim assistance (USD 600,000), Institutional Building (USD 512,589), MRE (USD 496,286), mine/UXO clearance (USD 291,212), and Advocacy (USD 24,062).  

Yemen

UNDP Yemen and the Yemen Executive Mine Action Centre (YEMAC) have initiated the preparation of a joint resource mobilization initiative for the Yemen Mine Action Programme (YMAP) in line with the Government of Yemen’s National Mine Action Strategy 2009 – 2014, to take into account the approved Article 5 Extension Request to 01 March 2015 for completing the destruction of its anti-personnel mines.

The initiative envisages the development of a comprehensive six-year resource mobilization strategy and action plan encompassing the extension of the current Phase III Project for one additional year (up to 31 December 2010) and the preparation of a new Phase IV Project for the period 01 July 2010 – 31 December 2014.

In addition to the Government of Yemen’s commitment of USD 3.5 million per year, it is initially envisaged that the annual funding requirements from the donor community would be within the same range. It is expected that UNDP, as the main partner, would continue to provide the seed funding.  

The major achievements of the Yemen Mine Action Programme during the first quarter of 2009 included clearance of 1,131,299 square metres with landmines and UXO devices discovered and destroyed during the period totaling 36,531, out of which 18 were anti-personnel mines, eight anti-tank mines, and 36,505 UXOs.  Mine Risk Education was provided to 37,410 individuals in mine affected areas (20,580 men and 16,830 women) in 30 villages.  Landmine victim assistance included the provision of medical survey to 78 survivors (five male children, 18 female adults and 55 male adults) and 58 medical support cases to 42 victims, ranging from hearing aids to wheeling chairs.  

This year, Yemen commemorated the 4 April, International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, in Taiz Governorate. The event included speeches by the Governor, the UNDP Resident Representative and the YEMAC director/UNDP National Programme Manager along with the showing of a documentary film, presentation of a theatrical comedy and a photograph exhibition. The 4 April events were widely covered by national television outlets as well as local news media.  

UNICEF

Bosnia and Herzegovina
In the period from February to May 2009, UNICEF Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) continued to provide technical, financial and logistical support to the BiH Mine Action Centre (BHMAC) and to implementing agencies involved in MRE.

In close collaboration with BHMAC and municipal representatives, UNICEF supported development of the mine action planning mechanism at the municipal level and two pilot municipal mine action plans. To pilot and further upgrade the developed methodology and build risk reduction capacities at the municipal level and reduce the risk posed by landmines, UNICEF BiH will support MRE implementation in four pilot municipalities in 2009. The implementation of the two municipal MRE plans is foreseen to start in June 2009, while the other two locations will be determined according to BHMAC prioritisation process for 2009. To support professional development and create sustainable capacities at the level of affected municipalities, a new training module on municipal mine action assessment and planning is being currently developed in collaboration with BHMAC. 

BHMAC continued with daily activities related to management, quality assurance of MRE in the country, preparing the documentation needed for development of MRE plans, collecting and approving MRE plans as well as updating the MRE Data base. BHMAC provided assistance to local and international mine action organizations and NGOs with analyses, recommendations and technical opinion on the MRE and LMVA project implementation and proposals.

In February, with UNICEF support the local NGO GENESIS Project in collaboration with the Ministries of Education, started implementation of a school based project on landmine and small arms (SA) risk education in 10 BiH locations highly affected by landmines. By the end of June, the project will result in building the knowledge and skills on sustainable MRE and SA risk education of  300  schoolteachers, 200 children directly (trough the MRE/SALW peer-education) and 2000 children indirectly will increase knowledge on the risks posed by landmines and SA, to support local sustainable capacities 10 MRE/SA community groups consisted of approximately 60 schoolteachers and representatives of the local communities will be established, while 160 students of Teachers faculties will acquire knowledge on landmine and SA risk education applicable for their future work with school children.  

Democratic Republic of the Congo

From February to May 2009, UNICEF continued to support Mine Risk Education (MRE) in five mine and explosive remnants of war (ERW) affected provinces in DRC in collaboration with national and international NGOs. 
The major achievements in MRE during the reporting period, with support from the Government of Japan, included: 72,948 people in 184 communities were reached through 292 information campaigns; and 93 areas were identified as dangerous; and 15 victims caused by mines. 

In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, the project is supporting two key activities for the education system: 

· Development of a curriculum for the education programme 

· Guide for teachers including packages of relevant education and communication materials facilitating behaviour change (posters and other materials) especially targeting school-aged children. 
In collaboration with the UN Mine Action Coordination Centre (UNMACC), UNICEF participated in the impact analysis for the reinforcement of the National capacities of twelve national and international NGOs before their accreditation.
UNICEF played an active role in the 4th of April celebration for the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action. The local authorities, national and international NGOs, UN partners, presented DRC programme activities, as well.
Guinea Bissau

On April 30, in Mansaba sector, a group of women and children was gathered in a courtyard to prepare palm oil and cashew nuts when a cooking fire detonated a buried aircraft bomb. Two women, one of them pregnant, 7 children and a 6 month old baby were killed or injured.

The 360 activists involved in MRE are school teachers, women and youth association representatives, community radio journalists, health workers, religious leaders, community representatives and concerned ordinary citizens. During the first quarter the activists have continued to inform and dialogue with fellow community members, in formal and informal ways, ensured suspected areas were marked. School teachers have educated pupils who in turn have interacted with out of school siblings and neighbours. Focal points and village committees have ensured liaison with the demining teams deployed on 4 different sites throughout Guinea Bissau, supporting the work of their Community Liaison and MRE personnel, facilitating communication including the reporting of isolated mines and UXO by local population. MRE activists are benevolent, but as a result of the complete lack of funding for MRE from beginning of 2007 till beginning of 2009, no educational material could be produced nor distributed, monitoring and refresher training activists had stopped and community radios, which require a small financial participation in production costs, could not participate in the programme. 

The availability of a small grant at the beginning of 2009 allowed UNICEF to reinitiate support to the Guinea Bissau Mine Action Centre, CAAMI. The CAAMI MRE team has been able to visit some of the most affected regions to monitor, support and motivate the activists, distribute some educational material, update data on accidents, and also meet with officials of the Senegal Mine Action Centre on the northern border. Work with community radios has been re initiated as a matter of urgency, as the cashew nuts season usually associated with a recrudescence in mine and UXO accidents is starting. In April, in the northern region, the 19 local activists have participated in a workshop facilitated by the CAAMI MRE officers, together with a UNICEF specialist. The workshop focus was on mine and UXO risks identification and behaviours analysis, it allowed participants to share knowledge and experience, update their understanding of the situation in the region, allowed for a better understanding of risks, behaviours and resilience factors, and strengthened participants’ skills in participatory assessment.

UNICEF has initiated preparation work for a study on the impact of the MRE activities on knowledge attitudes and practices. The findings of the study, expected by June, will inform and participate into the analysis leading to the development of the Communication Strategic Plan for MRE in Guinea Bissau to be completed by end of June.

Iraq
In 2009, UNICEF Iraq’s MRE programme focused its support on: reducing the impact of mines/explosive remnants of war (ERW) on children and young people through strengthening national capacity to plan, manage and implement MRE activities; promotion of  safe behaviour using media, schools and community-based MRE; and the setting up of A victim surveillance mechanism. 

Key Achievements: 

During the reporting, period UNICEF supported an MRE Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice (KAP) survey in three northern governorates, an MRE Needs assessment in four Central governorates, and provided MRE to affected populations in six affected governorates (Kerbala, Wassit, Qadisiya, Erbil, Dohuk, and Sulymaniah). MRE delivery has reached 107 communities and 3,133 community members (1,667 men; 324 women; 881 boys; and 261 girls) in central Iraq. Three-hundred-sixty (male 258 and female 112) community leaders, religious leaders, social workers, school teachers, and journalists working in mine contaminated areas in Erbil, Dohuk, and Sulymaniah received MRE orientation and have now established a network for community liaison.                  

To support the government in its institutional and policy development efforts, UNICEF supported a three-day workshop to review and develop a National MRE strategy and standards. The main objective of the Review workshop was to review and develop an MRE strategy which will address and respond to needs, changes in situations, strengthen community participation, and facilitate mine action key actors coordination within the government. During the three days, 25 participants from the National Mine Action Authority (NMAA), Regional Mine action centres, UN and implementing partners went through the existing provisional standard and prepared a framework for the new MRE strategy. A Drafting Committee has been formed to draft the strategy based on the agreed framework. The draft will be then provided to UNICEF and GICHD and other key mine action actors for comments and/or technical inputs which will then be finalized by the Committee. The final draft will be discussed in a follow up workshop in September 2009 and will be submitted to the Ministry of Environment for adoption. 

During the Gaza crisis in early 2009, UNICEF Iraq supported the UNICEF Country Office in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPT) with 3,000 copies of MRE board games and a digital copy of a recreational colouring book with MRE messages, which was adapted to the oPT context, and printed and distributed by UNICEF oPt in Gaza. 

Key challenges: 

Despite the improving security situation, UN international staff are still not able to visit many parts of Iraq to provide technical assistance to Government entities and to monitor programme implementation; frequent changes in the leadership (Directors of the NMAA) and low levels of political support; and the recent banning of civilian demining by the Ministry of Defence has put another layer of challenge to keep children and other mine affected population safe. The ban that was imposed on civilian-led humanitarian demining has severely slowed down the demining and risk reduction processes leaving 1.6 million landmine/ERW affected populations at risk in Iraq. In view of this, UNICEF, along side other UN agencies is advocating for the lifting of the ban on civilian demining to complement military demining efforts and accelerate the process of making Iraq free of land mines and ERW.  

Main donors: UNICEF’s support to MRE in Iraq was made possible by funding from the Governments of Australia, Germany, and Netherlands, and the US and German National Committees for UNICEF.

Laos
Information from the National Regulatory Authority’s (NRA) survey of UXO victims indicates that of the approximately 300 annual casualties, on average 100 are killed and 200 injured; tragically, about 40% of all victims are children. On 3 December 2008, when the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) was opened for signature in Norway, the Lao Government signed and has been recognised as a leader in the Convention process. Recently, the Government has ratified the Treaty and has offered to host the first Meeting of States Parties in late 2010. The NRA led a celebration on the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action in Laos on 5 April, along with UNICEF and other UN agencies and Mine Action agencies.
UNICEF Laos continues to provide technical and financial support to the MRE unit of the NRA, which is responsible for strategic direction, coordination and monitoring, and regulation of MRE activities. This unit focuses risk education messages on high risk groups such as scrap metal traders, farmers and children. UNICEF supports the NRA MRE Unit to develop behaviour change communication radio spots in Lao and three ethnic languages which are being distributed to MRE operators, provincial radio stations and communities. UNICEF is also supporting the printing of the UXO Supplementary School Curriculum books, lesson plans, related materials and MRE posters which will be distributed to 1,761 primary schools in nine provinces and 37 districts, as well as to other MRE operators.
UNICEF is also working closely with the NGO Handicap International Belgium through a risk reduction project for the protection of children, their families and communities in one of the most heavily contaminated provinces of Laos by identifying key people such as teachers, the Lao Women’s Union and the Lao Youth Union to promote safe behaviour. The first part of 2009 will focus on the development of baseline information and the completion of the 2nd round of 1,500 interviews for a KAP survey and data entry and analysis, as well as the production of four short films on the dangers of UXO. Lastly during this period, Handicap International, with support from UNICEF, has developed a Communication for Behavioural Impact (COMBI) plan and is completing an audio version of a Parenting Technique Module which was developed in 2008 for parents who do not speak Lao and for those who are illiterate.
Nepal

Advocacy 

Members of the Mine Action Joint Working Group hosted an event on 06 April to celebrate UN-declared International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action. The ambassadors of UK and Australia, the Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction Joint Secretary, the director of Military Engineers and the UNRC Robert Piper participated in the ceremony. Eleven media houses covered the event.

Mine Risk Education

UNICEF facilitated two training-of-trainers for the Nepal Red Cross Society in March and April 2009. Thirty six Mine Risk Education (MRE) focal points from 18 districts received the training and Emergency MRE kits. The focal points will provide emergency and regular MRE in the most affected communities.
The first version of the Resource Manual for Mine Risk Education (MRE) in Nepal for the Ministry of Education has been finalized and translated into Nepali in April. National level trainers, Resource persons (RPs) and Teachers, who will provide MRE to school children, will use the manual in conjunction with MRE materials.  
The national emergency mine risk education network composed of 430 Governmental, Red Cross and NGO focal points has the capacity to deploy emergency MRE activities in 68 affected districts in a timely manner. The network continues to make efforts to deliver Mine Risk Education (MRE) throughout the country and focusing on higher risk areas and affected groups,  ensuring gender consideration is adhered to as much as possible. 

UNICEF provided MRE orientation and materials to 24 village facilitators from four remote districts in April. These facilitators will provide MRE to Community Mobilizers (CMs) and their communities.  
On the 4th April 2009, the UN Radio broadcasted a 30 minutes program on Mine Action in Nepal in six languages through 32 FM radios. The program covered progress in mine action in Nepal, challenges and safety messages that everybody should know to prevent victim-activated explosions.  
In March, UNMAT hired a MRE Monitoring officer who has six months to establish a national systematic monitoring system and mapping of MRE activities conducted by 25 organizations. He will also assist the Ministry of Education to develop systematic monitoring of MRE activities in 20 districts. 

Surveillance

From 01 February 2009 to 30 April 2009, a total of eighteen (18) casualties resulted from eight (8) victim-activated explosions. Although the number of incidents is still considerable, there has been a decrease in comparison to the same period from previous years.

occupied Palestinian territory
Three weeks of intensive bombardment by air, ground, and sea and ground incursions by Israel into Gaza from December 2008 to January 2009 caused massive loss of life. An estimated 1,326 Palestinians were killed, including 430 children and 110 women; and 5,450 Palestinians were injured, including 1,855 children and 795 women.  Despite the cessation of hostilities, the physical threat to the lives of children and communities continues due to the hazardous presence of various types of Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and other Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), including ammunition such as grenades, shells, bombs and mortars. 
While traditionally it is known that between 10-30 percent of ordnance do not explode on impact, the exact level of contamination in Gaza is not yet known, as the total tonnage dropped on Gaza is unknown and due to difficulties in the operating environment faced by the UN Mine Action Team (UNMAT) to date. However, with 25,000 dunums of agricultural land completely destroyed and more than 15,000 homes, 180 schools and 41 health clinics destroyed or severely damaged, all parts of Gaza are at risk of UXO. It is estimated that children are never more than 3 km away from a known strike area. As a result, the risk of UXO injury or death remains a grave concern in Gaza.

Immediately following the cessation of hostilities on 28 January 2009, UNICEF worked to quickly print and distribute 100,000 leaflets on the risks posed by UXO. Since January, an additional 100,000 leaflets, 100,000 board games and 100,000 recreational/coloring books have been produced and provided to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society (PRCS) for distribution in schools and in the community. Since the cessation of hostilities, the Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE), in collaboration and coordination with UNICEF, has increased their efforts and scope in provision of Mine Risk Education (MRE) in schools. As a result, by April 2009, 205 teachers had conducted sessions and trainings to more than 4,100 children.

UNICEF is also supporting the PRCS to provide technical and material support to the MoEHE to reach 125,000 school children in 200 Palestinian Authority elementary, preparatory and secondary schools in Gaza. MRE messages and materials are being replicated and distributed, and radio and TV spots are being produced. Printed materials will be integrated not only into school curriculum at the PA schools, but also into scouts meetings/activities, youth club publications and in safe play areas and UNICEF Family Centres. Interactive awareness raising sessions with adults/parents and youth in affected communities and in UNICEF's Family Centres will be implemented, reaching more than 33,600 adults and youth with life saving messages. 

In April 2009, UNICEF strengthened its coordination of the MRE sub-sector. UNICEF is working closely with UNDP, UNMAS and various local and international government and non-governmental organizations to map the MRE capacities and gaps. A number of gaps in capacity and coverage are already known, owing in part to the constraints of the operational context, which heavily limit the activities of some key MRE partners. As a result, there is a need for additional actors and additional funding for general, community-wide MRE efforts, targeting all of Gaza as an affected area, as well as MRE efforts targeting specific populations (e.g. agricultural workers, etc).  In addition, UNICEF and its partners are currently only able to target about half of the schoolchildren in Gaza with MRE messages, due to shortfalls in funding.

There is also a significant gap in the ability to provide targeted MRE and community liaison support for UNMAT’s efforts in conducting risk assessments and UNDP’s efforts in removing the 600,000 tons of debris and rubble left behind by Operation Cast Lead. Currently, there is limited or non-existent capacity to communicate and coordinate these interventions with children, homeowners, and the community, leaving them uninformed of and unnecessarily exposed to the risks posed by UXO possibly located in their damaged homes and communities. UNICEF is working with all Mine Action, Rubble Removal and MRE actors to develop solutions to creatively fill these gaps in a constrained operational context.
Sri Lanka

UNICEF continues supporting Mine Risk Education (MRE) in six mine and ERW affected northern and eastern districts in collaboration with national NGOs, a volunteer and child animator network, and the Ministry of Education. Due to ongoing fighting the Vanni is not accessible but attempts have been made to reach the remaining population via radio messages. Community liaison is provided in districts with ongoing NGO demining efforts.
War injured people being treated in Vavuniya are predominantly victims from shelling although at least 27 recent mine victims have been confirmed. Thousands of people are severely injured and will remain disabled for the rest of their lives. Data collection is under way and a consolidated response is being prepared through Ministries with UNICEF and aid agencies. Victim Assistance emergency funding support is urgently needed.

Community-based MRE reached approximately 34,000 people in the first quarter. Two workshops, with the support of GICHD, were held. A four-day workshop held in March focused on developing a MRE communication strategy and revising the Sri Lanka MRE standard. A three-day workshop in May was held for the MRE network to strengthen their capacity in the areas of needs assessments, planning and monitoring.

Advocacy for acceding the AP Mine Ban Convention and other relevant legal instruments is difficult given the current focus on the war in the Vanni. Nevertheless, a delegation of four army staff including two doctors attended a preparatory conference in Bangkok for the 10-year review conference in Cartagena end of November. As of now no Sri Lankan Campaign to Ban Landmines (SLCBL) exists but UNICEF, jointly with UNDP, the ICBL and some key partners, are assessing ways of how to launch the SLCBL.

Overall funding for UNICEF’s Mine Action Programme has been secured for 24 months until October 2010 through an EC grant. However, 250,000 USD will have to be covered by UNICEF and/or additional donors.

� 51 participants (3 donors, 22 national directors or national programme staff, 12 UN advisors, 1 UNHQ staff, 7 NGO and commercial company representatives and 6 others including GICHD, Landmine Monitor/ICBL and UNOPS country office representatives), completed the conference evaluation form at the conclusion of the meeting, which collected quantitative and qualitative data in the form of ratings, individual comments for each session and other additional questions.
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